Potential for Non-Specific Inhibition in the Sarcina lutea Test.
A survey of commercial milk samples for antibiotic residues, tested by the Sarcina lutea cylinder plate method, revealed a high incidence (72%) of non-specific inhibiton. Penicillin was detected by penicillinase assay in 3.1% of the samples. The method was found to be non-quantitative for residual levels of sanitizers in protein media. Apparently, substances inhibitory to S. lutea develop normally in some milks during marketing.